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ICHCLR PROJECT GRANT – CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
Harmonization of Laboratory Test Results
The International Consortium for Harmonization of Laboratory Test Results wishes to announce an open call for Project Grant Applications, in collaboration with the Scientific Division of the International Federation for Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine. 

Applications are invited which seek to achieve harmonization of clinical laboratory test results for high priority measurands where improvements will have significant impact on patient care.   In particular we welcome applications which will seek to address harmonization of ferritin assays, although we will also consider applications for other measurands where a demonstrable need exists and clinical benefit will result:

This is an open call - applications can be submitted at any time and will be considered in the context of available funds. 

International Consortium for Harmonization of Clinical Laboratory Results (ICHCLR) PROJECT GRANT APPLICATION FORM
Revised: February 2022
These guidelines for our project grant programme describe our current grant making policy and explain how to apply to us. We have recently established a cooperation with the Scientific Division of the International Federation for Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine (IFCC) and will establish joint Working Groups (WGs) to address the harmonization of different measurands.  If you wish to discuss whether a project proposal is likely to be suitable, please email the current Harmonization Oversight Group Chair at I.Young@qub.ac.uk. 

You can read more about ICHCLR and how it was established at: https://www.harmonization.net/about/
GENERAL GUIDELINES

Geographical area: 

We will consider applications from any region of the world, providing they meet the criteria described below.
Who can apply? 

We will consider applications from any individual or group wishing to carry out a project which meets the criteria described below.   
Funding limits:
In general, awards will be limited to 30 000 euros per project.  At the discretion of the funder, larger grants may be awarded in exceptional circumstances. 

The award is intended to cover the costs of essential travel, including laboratory visits, and may include a contribution towards consumables.   Salary and equipment costs are generally not eligible and will be considered only in exceptional circumstances.

Expenses will be reimbursed on the submission of appropriate receipts.  

Our funding priorities: 
The following key priorities should be considered when making an application for funding:
1) Preference will be given to applications which seek to achieve comparability of patient results for measurands where the medical impact of harmonization is high and harmonization is needed.  For this call we are particularly interested in applications which will address harmonization of Ferritin assays, as we have identified a clear clinical and laboratory need in this area.
We will also consider applications for other measurands, in which case applicants will need to provide a strong case showing that harmonization is needed and will achieve significant beneficial impact on patient care.  Applications will not be considered in relation to measurands where there is ongoing work being led by another organization. 
2) Applicants should aim to establish an ICHCLR / IFCC SD Working Group for a specific measurand and complete a programme of work within a maximum of three years, with the possibility of renewal for a further three years. The applicant should propose members of the WG who will be formally appointed by the ICHCLR Harmonization Oversight Group / IFCC SD.  There is no limit on the number of members of a WG; members should be chosen based on their ability to make a significant contribution to the work, but it is anticipated that most WGs will include both clinicians and laboratory scientists.  Involvement of the diagnostics industry is encouraged. Where in our view some relevant expertise is lacking, we may suggest appointing additional individuals to a WG.  
3) Applications should outline the current position, specify criteria by which success can be judged, and provide a mechanism for maintaining comparability of results in practice once achieved.  
Successful applicants will be expected to provide regular reports (6 monthly) on progress with their project.

How to apply:

Please complete the project grant application form, which can be found at the end of these guidelines, and email the completed application to I.Young@qub.ac.uk 
By sending a grant application to us you consent to being contacted in relation to the application and any grant awarded. Please make sure that you have consent from your organisation to pass on its details.
APPLICATION FORM FOR ICHCLR PROJECT GRANT
Please first read our General Guidelines and key priorities outlined above.
Applications should be completed in full. Once completed please ensure that you keep a copy for your own records and send your completed form to I.Young@qub.ac.uk
	1.
	Lead applicant name:


	

	
	Address:


	

	
	Title and employer details

	

	
	Telephone number:


	

	
	Email address:


	

	2.
	Names and affiliations of proposed individuals who can be part of the working group for the project.


	


	3.
	i) Measurand(s):


	
	ii) Current ICHCLR classification (https://www.harmonization.net/measurands/) if available:


	
	iii) Please provide us with a description of the project you are requesting funding for, and ensure that your answer includes the following:

· What need your work is addressing and how you know that there is a need for this work 

· Details on the project delivery (including any partnership work) and confirmation that is can be realistically achieved in a maximum of three years, with the possibility of renewal for a further three years
· How the outcomes of the project will be implemented in clinical practice to improve comparability of patient results
· How successful implementation will be maintained in the long term
Please include a summary of the clinical use of test results and why standardization/harmonization is needed, along with a summary of the approach to achieve standardization/harmonization.  You should, if possible, address coordination with IVD manufacturers and regulatory agencies where relevant.


	
	

	4.
	Project Costs                                                                                                                      
	£



	
	What is the full cost of the project?
	

	
	What amount are you requesting from ICHCLR?
	

	
	If you are not applying to ICHCLR for the full project costs, how will other costs be met?
	


	5.  Please provide a detailed and accurate full project budget below:
	Amount
	

	Budget Headings


	Year 1 
	Year 2
	Year 3

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total: 


	
	
	


	6. Project Timetable:

	Start date:
	

	End date:
	


DECLARATION 
To the best of my knowledge all the information I have provided in this application form is correct.  ICHCLR may request further information as required
Signature: ________________________________________Date:_______________________
Print Name: ______________________________________Job Title:_____________________
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APPLICATION PROCESS – WHAT HAPPENS NOW?
All applications received will be acknowledged and we aim to give a decision on your application within 2-3 months.

Please send your application by email to: 





Prof Ian Young


Chair, Harmonization Oversight Group, ICHCLR





I.Young@qub.ac.uk
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